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The Corson County Board of County Commissioners met in the Commissioner Room of the Courthouse on March 3, 2026.  Chairman Jacob Nehl called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with Lucas Sutherland, Shawn Hinsz, and Joshua Schmeichel present.  Benjamin Bieber was absent.  Also in attendance was States Attorney Shane Penfield.
Approve Minutes

All voted in favor of a motion by Schmeichel, seconded by Hinsz, to approve the minutes of the February 3, 2026 regular meeting and the February 17, 2026 Special Meeting.
Approve Agenda

All voted in favor of a motion by Sutherland, seconded by Hinsz to approve the agenda with the following additions:  Beadle County Culvert Bid and 2017 Tahoe Repair Quote.
Culvert Bids

All voted in favor of a motion by Sutherland, seconded by Schmeichel, to purchase culverts from TrueNorth Steel Company off the Beadle County Bid.


Diameter—Gauge
Price/foot

Diameter—Gauge
Price/foot


15”--- 16 gauge

19.20


30”----14 gauge

48.00


18”----16 gauge

24.00


36”----14 gauge

57.60


21”----16 gauge

27.20


24”----16 gauge

30.40





*Prices subject to change.
Travel Authorization
Consensus is to allow Highway Superintendent Benny Joe Schell to attend the Highway Short Course in Deadwood on March 17th – 19th. 
Highway Report
Highway Superintendent, Benny Joe Schell discussed skidsteer repairs, cutting trees, weight limits on roads, replacing culverts, and road conditions.  No action taken. 
Tahoe Repairs
Commissioner Jacob Nehl presented a quote for replacing the transmission in the 2017 Tahoe in the amount of $6000.  Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Sutherland, seconded by Schmeichel to surplus the Tahoe as is and not fix it.
Discussion was held on how they want to sell the Tahoe.  Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Hinsz, seconded by Sutherland to consign the Tahoe to Pifers Spring Consignment Auction in Bowman, ND.  Commissioner Nehl will call and get it consigned.
Wildland Fire Appointed Designee

All voted in favor of a motion by Hinsz, seconded by Schmeichel to appoint Emergency Manager Mike Varilek as Corson County’s designee to request assistance from the SD Wildland Fire Division for 2026.

City of Mobridge 911 Communication Services Agreement

Auditor Bertolotto presented the 2026 City of Mobridge 911 Additional Communication Services Agreement in the amount of $8,642.25.  Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Sutherland, seconded by Hinsz authorizing Chairman Nehl to sign the 911 Communications Agreement with City of Mobridge.

County Board of Equalization Meeting
Auditor Bertolotto
 informed the commission that the County and Consolidated Boards of Equalization will open on April 14th.  The commission will hold the Special Equalization Board Meeting on Tuesday, April 14th at 1:00 p.m. MT.

School Land Lease Auction

Auditor Bertolotto informed the commission that the South Dakota School Land Lease Auction will be held on March 30, 2026 at 3:30 p.m. MT in the commissioner room at the courthouse.

Plat Approval

Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Sutherland, seconded by Schmeichel to approve the following plat: 

PLAT OF LOT A OF THE MOLLMAN SUBDIVISION

LOCATED WITHIN THE NORTH HALF OF SECTION 25

TOWNSHIP 23 NORTH RANGE 20 EAST BLACK HILLS MERIDIAN

CORSON COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA

On roll call vote: Schmeichel, yes; Bieber, absent; Hinsz, yes; Sutherland, yes; Nehl, yes.  Motion carried.

Plat Approval

Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Schmeichel, seconded by Hinsz to approve the following plat:

PLAT OF LOT A OF THE MEYER SUBDIVISION

LOCATED WITHIN THE SOUTH HALF OF SECTION 26

TOWNSHIP 23 NORTH RANGE 20 EAST BLACK HILLS MERIDIAN

CORSON COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA

On roll call vote: Schmeichel, yes; Bieber, absent; Hinsz, yes; Sutherland, yes; Nehl, yes.  Motion carried.

Good Friday/Easter Monday

All voted in favor of a motion by Nehl, seconded by Sutherland to follow what the Governor proclaimed and grant holiday pay for all full-time employees for Friday, April 3rd  in observance of Good Friday and Monday, April 6th in observance of Easter Monday.

Road and Bridge Levy Plan
Greg Vavra presented a five-year plan on how implementing the road and bridge tax levy will assist the county with gravel crushing, structure replacement, chip seal projects, gravel hauling, and culvert replacement.  Following discussion, consensus was to hold a public meeting at the City Hall in McIntosh on Thursday, March 26th at 5:30 p.m. MT to get public input on implementing the levy for road projects.
Regional 4-H Advisor

Regional 4-H Advisor Kyle Beach presented Corson County’s Clientele Feedback Summary and discussed different options for fundraising.  No action taken.
4-H Advisor 
4-H Secretary Dawne Donner was present to discuss hiring summer help.  Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Hinsz, seconded by Schmeichel authorizing Dawne to advertise for part-time summer help at $16.00 per hour.

Abatements
Treasurer Heather Gall was present to discuss tax abatements.  Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Sutherland, seconded by Hinsz to approve the following tax abatements for taxes payable in 2026 or otherwise noted:
Mary Petersen, South 9’of Lot 11 & Lot 12 Block 3 OT McLaughlin for payable 2026, $395.88

Dekake Ranch LLC, MH on NE 34-18-22 for payable 2026, $136.02

Dekake Ranch LLC, MH on NE 34-18-21 for payable 2026, $602.10

West River Telecom, Lot 2 of Outlot H less Howe Tract A & Labrensz Tract 1 5-21-27, for payable 2026, $560.62

West River Telecom, Outlot 1 in SW4NW4 5-21-27 being a strip of land 13.4’ x 530’ for payable 2026, $20.21

Brittany Schneider, MH on NW4 15-21-21 (Richard Welsch Land) for payable 2026, $22.82

McLaughlin Hospital District, Lots 1 thru 6 Block 24 MLC 1st Addition, McLaughlin SD for payable 2026 $673.14

McLaughlin Hospital District, Lots 7,8, and 9 Block 24 MLC 1st Addition, McLaughlin SD for payable 2026 $87.86

Andrea Block & Shilo Lorius, Lot 1 Block 15 OT McIntosh SD for payable 2026, $42.88

Andrea Block & Shilo Lorius, Lot 1 Block 15 OT McIntosh SD for payable 2025, $45.62

Alvin Bull Bear, Lot 3 Block 14 Original Townsite, McLaughlin for payable 2026, $30.99

Colleen A Buckley, Lots 6 and & Block 10 NWT, McLaughlin SD for payable 2026, $859.64

Weed & Pest

Weed and Pest Supervisor Craig Hunter discussed the possibility of entering into a contract with the state for spraying noxious weeds on State Highways.  Consensus was to discuss what to charge the State and have the Weed & Pest Board draw up a contract.

Discussion was also had on open meeting law requirements and installation of sprayer on the pickup.  No action taken. 
Statement of Fees Collected Approved:

Register of Deeds, February 2026: $2,786.55; Petty Cash: $50.00
Auditor’s Account with Treasurer 

January 2026 Cash on hand: $1,037.27, Checks in Treasurer’s possession less than 3 days: $141,726.87, Demand Deposits: $564,074.16, Time Deposits: $3,750,906.57 Petty Cash: $2,657.00

The following bills were presented and ordered paid out of their respective funds:

Salaries of officials and employees by department:

Commission
5100.00
Auditor
9444.16
Treasurer
9771.41
States Attorney
5243.34
General Government Buildings
4301.00
Director of Equalization Wages
6714.09
Register of Deeds
7439.34
Veterans Service Officer
845.34
Sheriff
26518.18
Emergency Manager
550.00
4-H Secretary
1906.66
Weed & Pest Supervisor
2012.50
Road & Bridge
49395.52
E911
416.66
OASI
9615.17
South Dakota Retirement System
7440.09
Group Insurance
31342.83 

The following bills were presented and ordered paid out of their respective funds:
AGTERRA TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 1000.00 Subscription/License, AMERICAN SOLUTIONS 17.98 Supplies, AT & T 3008.74 Monthly Phone, AUDRA HILL CONSULTING, INC 542.35 MH Evaluations, AUTO VALUE MOBRIDGE 26.99 Chain Saw parts, AMG - AVERA OCCUPATIONAL 109.80 Annual Fees, DARREN BAUER 260.00 Conference Reimbursement, BECK MOTORS 44493.00 Pickup, BOBCAT OF MANDAN, INC. 557.81 Parts, BUTLER MACHINERY COMPANY 712.50 Fluid/Brake Oil, CENTURYLINK 55.75 Long Distance, CENTURYLINK 1557.23 Monthly Phone, CHS INC 714.00 Propane, CITY OF MCINTOSH 292.10 Garbage/Water/Sewer, CITY OF MCLAUGHLIN 101.90 Water/Sewer, CITY OF MOBRIDGE 11821.18 February E911 Remittance, COUNTY DRUG 110.24 Prisoner Care - JS, THE CURRENT CONNECTION 10.00 Subscription, DAKOTA TERRITORY SUPPY 46.12 Shop Supplies, DIGITAL ALLY 665.00 Camera, FEDEX 32.71 Mail Fee, G & O PAPER SUPPLIES 274.50 Paper, KAREN PAIGE HUNT, PROF. LLC 152.50 MH Hold, KNIGHT SECURITY INC. 70.00 Security Monitoring, LINDE GAS & EQUIPMENT INC 67.35 Cylinder Rent, CHRIS LYNCH 496.20 Conference Reimbursement, MAC'S HARDWARE 103.75 Supplies, MID AMERICAN RESEARCH CHEMICAL 316.80 Cleaning Supplies, MARCO TECHNOLOGIES, LLC 53.15 Copier Contract, MCINTOSH CO-OP 244.95 Vehicle Maintenance, MEADE COUNTY AUDITOR 5801.52 Prisoner Care - JS, MELLING & ROSELAND LAW 3279.17 Feb Public Defender, MOBRIDGE MEDICAL CLINIC 65.05 Prisoner Care - CJ, MOBRIDGE REGIONAL HOSPITAL 591.10 Drug Test, MID-STATES ORGANIZED CRIME 100.00 Membership, MONUMENT HEALTH 1509.35 Prisoner Care - RH, CORSON SIOUX NEWS MESSENGER 191.70 Publishing, NORTHERN HILLS CASA PROGRAM 4341.00 2026 Budget Allocation, PREMIER EQUIPMENT, LLC 316.37 Shop Supplies, REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY 34.56 Labs, RETRIEVER LLC 550.00 Connector Link, RUNNINGS SUPPLY INC 366.07 Supplies, RICKEY SCHELL 54.12 Reimbursement, SCHOTT SALES LLC 422.32 Supplies, SD DEPT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 2340.00 NCIC/NLETS Access & Services, SD ASSN OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER 1163.00 1st Quarter CLERP, SD ASS'N OF COUNTY OFFICIALS 68.00 February M&P Fund, SERVALL UNIFORM & LINEN SUPPLY 367.32 Monthly Rugs, STATE TREASURER 64258.24 February MV/DL, THE LODGE AT DEADWOOD 525.00 Hotel for Conference, UNIFORM CENTER 1689.98 Clothing, U.S. CORRECTINS, LLC 6462.00 Prisoner Transport - JS, VANGUARD APPRAISALS, INC 1988.00 Service Fees, MIKE VARILEK 1255.05 Reimbursement FOP, WEST RIVER COOP TELEPHONE CO. 304.47 Internet, CORSON COUNTY TREASURER 20.33 Partial Payment, ASSN OF SD COUNTY W&P BOARDS 700.00 Conference Registration, MOREAU GRAND ELECTRIC 528.05 Electric, MCLAUGHLIN AUTO REPAIR LLC 779.46 Supplies, SD ASSOC OF CO W/P SUPERVISORS 75.00 Membership, TC&G WATER ASSOC INC 53.10 Water, CHS INC 1338.75 Propane, MASTERCARD 2293.93 Supplies, MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES 2019.28 Monthly Electric, SD POLICE CHIEFS ASSOC 185.00 2026 Conference, WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS 115.04 Monthly Phone, HUMBERTO MARTINEZ 20.00 Reimbursement for Overpayment, WEST RIVER COOP TELEPHONE CO 92.95 Internet, CORSON COUNTY TREASURER 263.25 Partial Payment
Adjourn
There being no further business, all voted in favor of a motion by Sutherland, seconded by Schmeichel, to adjourn at 12:30 p.m.    Next regular commission meeting will be held Tuesday, April 7, 2026 at 9:00 a.m.  The County Board of Equalization Meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 14, 2026 at 1:00 p.m. 
_____________________________

_____________________________
Tammy Bertolotto, Corson County Auditor
Jacob Nehl, Commission Chairman
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