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The Corson County Board of County Commissioners met in the Commissioner Room of the Courthouse on January 6, 2026 with Commissioners Benjamin Bieber, Shawn Hinsz, Joshua Schmeichel, Lucas Sutherland, and Jacob Nehl present. 
Election of Officers

Auditor Tammy Bertolotto called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. and called for nominations for Chairman.  Hinsz nominated Nehl, seconded by Sutherland.  Bieber moved nominations cease, seconded by Hinsz.  All voted in favor of Nehl as Chairman. Nehl took the chair and called for nominations for Vice Chairman. Schmeichel nominated Sutherland, seconded by Bieber.  Bieber moved nominations cease, seconded by Hinsz.  All voted in favor of Sutherland for Vice Chairman.
Approve Minutes

All voted in favor of a motion by Schmeichel, seconded by Bieber to approve the minutes of the December 2, 2025 meeting and Special Year End Meeting on December 30, 2025.
Approve Agenda

All voted in favor of a motion by Sutherland, seconded by Hinsz, to approve the agenda as posted.
Highway Report

Superintendent Schell updated the commission on road conditions, lining culverts, cutting trees, road projects, and implementing a Road and Bridge levy.  No action taken.

Road Agreements
All voted in favor of a motion by Hinsz, seconded by Bieber to accept and sign road agreements with Dewey and Sioux Counties.

Fuel and Gas Quotes 

At 9:30 a.m. the profit margin quotes for fuel and gasoline were opened and reviewed: 

       Unleaded Gas
#2 Diesel    
#1 Diesel

McIntosh Co-Op, McIntosh Area

  17¢

      17¢
           
      17¢
McLaughlin and Trail City Site 

  20¢

      20¢                    20¢
Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Bieber, seconded by Hinsz to accept the quote from McIntosh Co-op for fuel/gasoline purchases in all locations.  
Gravel Royalties and Used Culverts
All voted in favor of a motion by Sutherland, seconded by Hinsz to sell used culverts at the Highway Superintendents discretion and set gravel royalties at $1.25/ton.
Sale of Gravel and Maintenance of Private Roads
Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Schmeichel, seconded by Sutherland to sell a limited amount of gravel, with a maximum of four loads, at $9.00 per ton to individuals at the discretion of the highway superintendent so as not to compete with private enterprise.
Equipment Rental Rates

Sutherland made a motion, seconded by Bieber to approve the following rental rates:  

Rental Rates for Townships and Private Individuals
These rates include $40 per hour labor
Motor grader

$125/hr

Motor grader w/plow

$125/hr

Motor grader w/plow & wing

$130/hr

Motor grader w/mulcher

$155/hr

Cat with dozer

$125/hr

4-wheel drive loader 3 cy

$120/hr

4 cy loader

$135/hr

Backhoe

$110/hr

Scraper 14 cy

$165/hr

Dump truck

$105/hr

Dump truck with plow

$120/hr

Semi-tractor

$125/hr
Twin mower

$115/hr

Single mower

$100/hr
Skid Steer


$85/hr

Skid Steer w/stump grinder

$105/hr

Boom Truck

$90/hr w/1 hr min chg and 2 men

Snow Blower

$275/hr w/1 hr min chg

Water Truck

$105/hr w/1 hr min chg

Gravel trailer                            
      $6.00/loaded mile w/$70 min chg+$40/hr labor 

Spray road ditches
$90/hr plus chemical w/$90 min chg
2026 Appointments and Designations

All voted in favor of a motion made by Bieber, seconded by Schmeichel, to approve the following board appointments and designations as follows.

· Appoint Nehl Civil Defense representative for Corson County.

· Appoint Sutherland and Amy Schriock to the Regional E911 Board

· Appoint Mike Varilek Civil Defense Director.
· Appoint Benjamin Bieber, Tammy Bertolotto, Drew Hermes, and Benny Joe Schell to the Sick Leave Bank Board

· Appoint the following five people to serve as Commissioners of the Housing and Redevelopment Commission of the County of Corson, South Dakota, and each to serve for the number of years appearing after his/her name.  Benny Joe Schell (1), Heather Gall (2), Jacob Nehl (3), Marcia Schell (4), Shawn Hinsz (5).

· Appoint Joshua Schmeichel as Commissioner Representative on the Fair Board to serve with Dawne Donner, Amber Glines, Mitch Chase, Jen Kvale, Eugene Geigle, and Kim Olson.
· Appoint Benjamin Bieber as Commissioner Representative to serve on the Weed & Pest Board with Benny Joe Schell (2 year), Chris Lynch (1 year), Darren Bauer (2 year), and Jaden Maier (3 year)
· Appoint Schmeichel and Hinsz as Commissioner Representatives to the Railroad Authority Board
· Appoint Commissioner Jacob Nehl, Auditor Tammy Bertolotto, Treasurer Heather Gall, and Register of Deeds Marcia Schell to constitute the Records Destruction Board

· Appoint Commissioner Lucas Sutherland as Commissioner Representative on McLaughlin City Law Enforcement Contract
· Designate the Corson/Sioux County News-Messenger as the official and legal newspaper
· Designate the First National Bank of McLaughlin, SD, the McIntosh Branch of the First Interstate Bank, and SD FIT as the official bank depositories

· Authorize the deposit of Payments in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) into the General Fund and all interest revenues into the respective funds 
· Upon Commission approval, authorization is given to Commissioners, County Officials, Department Heads or their deputies or workers, to attend annual conventions, schools, or overnight stays when county business may arise throughout the year.  The actual room expense and a per diem rate of $6.00 for breakfast, $14.00 for noon meal and $20.00 for evening meal will be reimbursed for In-State travel. Out-of-State travel per diem rates will be reimbursed at $10.00 for breakfast, $18.00 for noon meal, and $28.00 for evening meal.  Expenses will be presented on vouchers to the board of County Commissioners.

· Allow $100 per meeting plus mileage to all Weed & Pest Board members
· Salaries for Commissioners were set at $1,000.00 per month and $1100 per month for the Chairman.  When appointed to represent Corson County, meetings other than the first regularly scheduled commission meeting, will be compensated at $100 per meeting unless compensated by another agency.  

· Authorize a reimbursement rate of $.725 (cents) per mile to all county employees using their personal vehicles for county travel.  The Sheriff’s Department will receive reimbursement at a rate of $.805 (cents) per mile for Sheriff’s services.
· Pay the highway workers an additional $2.00 per hour to operate the scraper or dozer or spray truck
· Set Coroner Fees at $90 per call plus mileage; allow $100 per meeting per day plus mileage to attend training meetings

· Set Imminent Danger Pay for Sheriff’s Office Employees at $260 per month prorated for hours worked on official duty 
· Approve $1,500 as the maximum to be paid for the burial of indigent persons within the county
· Authorize the payment of $17.00 per hour for precinct Election Officials, $18.00 per hour for precinct Superintendents, $50 plus $.725 per mile for travel to the Election Schools, and $.725 per mile for returning ballot boxes, $25.00 per hour for county employees who serve as in-office election workers

· Compensate the Resolution Board workers and other Election Night workers $25.00 per hour
· Compensate the Post Election Audit Board workers $25.00 per hour plus $.725 (cents) per mile for travel
· Designate the following Polling Places for the elections:  Bullhead Precinct at Rock Creek District Building/Bullhead Community Center, Kenel Precinct at Ft. Manuel/Kenel Community Hall, Lincoln and McLaughlin Precincts at McLaughlin City Auditorium, Little Eagle Precinct at Running Antelope/Little Eagle District Office, McIntosh Precinct at Corson County Courthouse, Wakpala Precinct at Wakpala Community Center, Morristown Precinct at Morristown Fire Hall, Ridgeland Precinct at Trail City Community Hall, and absentee voting at the Corson County Courthouse in McIntosh
· Seventy-five dollars rent per precinct will be paid to each polling place

· Set the capitalization policy at $5,000

2026 Salary Schedule

All voted in favor of a motion by Hinsz, seconded by Bieber, to set the following rates of pay.  These rates will appear only in the proceedings of the first meeting of each year.
(+) Denotes those eligible for overtime pay at a rate of 1 1/2 times regular pay.
Joshua Schmeichel, Commissioner
12,000
Benjamin Bieber, Commissioner
12,000
Shawn Hinsz, Commissioner
12,000
Jacob Nehl, Commissioner
13,200
Lucas Sutherland, Commissioner
12,000
Tammy Bertolotto, Auditor
62,840
Heather Gall, Treasurer
62,840
Shane Penfield, States Attorney
62,920
Amy Schriock, Director of Equalization
59,800 

Marcia Schell, Register of Deeds
58,720 

Alan Dale, Sheriff
63,200+ Plus $3120 Imminent Danger Pay
Mike Varilek, Deputy Sheriff
61,760+ Plus $3120 Imminent Danger Pay
Justin Tvedt, Deputy Sheriff
55,680+ Plus $3120 Imminent Danger Pay
Isaac Sauder, Deputy Sheriff
55,680+ Plus $3120 Imminent Danger Pay
Trista Vaughn, Deputy Sheriff
53,600+ Plus $3120 Imminent Danger Pay
Amy Schriock, E911 Coordinator
5,000

Benny Joe Schell, Highway Superintendent
77,080
Dawne Donner, 4-H Secretary
22,880
Kevin Dyda, Veteran Service Officer
10,144
Mike Varilek, Emergency Manager
6,600
(+) Denotes those eligible for overtime pay at a rate of 1 1/2 times regular pay.

Sydney Bertolotto, Deputy Auditor
22.50
Priscilla Werner, Deputy Treasurer
24.25
Rita Diamanti, Highway Secretary
23.25
Reyna Storm, Deputy Register of Deeds
22.00
Emily Zimba, Part-Time Maintenance
23.00
Kimberly Olson, Assessor Deputy Clerk
21.50

Craig Hunter, Part-Time Weed & Pest Supervisor
23.00+

Lyle Geigle, Highway Department
26.35+

Jason Hovda, Highway Department
26.35+

Rickey Schell, Highway Department
26.35+

Drew Hermes, Highway Department
26.35+

Mike Buechler, Highway Department
26.35+
James Price, Part-Time Highway Department
24.35+

Ben Gifford, Highway Department
26.35+

Colin Milliken, Part-Time Highway Department
23.25+
Public Defender Contract

All voted in favor of a motion by Schmeichel, seconded by Hinsz to renew the public defender contract with Aaron Roseland for one year beginning January 1, 2026 and ending December 31, 2026 at a rate of $39,350 annually.

Sheriff’s Office

Sheriff Alan Dale introduced the new deputy Sheriff, Trista Vaughan, to the commission.  Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Hinsz, seconded by Sutherland to approve the hire of Trista Vaughan as full time deputy sheriff at $53,600 with a six month probation period.  Trista began working on January 6, 2026.

Edmunds County Jail Contract

All voted in favor of a motion by Sutherland, seconded by Hinsz authorizing Chairman Nehl to sign the Edmunds County Jail Contract for $110 per day.

Courthouse Security

Sheriff Dale updated the commission on the Courthouse Security Grant meeting that was held.  Possible security measures that were discussed were windows for offices, keyless door entry, and updating the alarm system. No action taken.

Discussion was held on the Courthouse Security Committee to be able to appoint new members as needed.  Following discussion, consensus was to allow the committee to appoint new members as needed.
Assessor
Assessor Amy Schriock met with the board to inform them about property valuations, vehicle purchase, and changing the Assessor Deputy Clerk job description.  Consensus was to have Amy rewrite the job description and add it to the agenda in February.
CSDED

David Reiss with the Central South Dakota Enhancement District (CSDED) and TC&G Water Board members met with the commission to discuss the upcoming TC&G Water Project.  They asked if the county could be the pass through entity for the Community Development Grant if they are awarded it.  Consensus was to have the County be the pass through for the grant.
Discussion was also had on the housing study and updating the personnel handbook.

The CSDED will work on updating the county’s personnel handbook. 
Commissioner Exited

Commissioner Sutherland left the meeting at 12:45 p.m.

4-H Exhibit Building

4H Secretary Dawne Donner informed the commission that the double doors on the exhibit building are not latching properly.  Following discussion, consensus was to have Dawne find someone to repair the doors.
Statement of Fees Collected Approved:

Register of Deeds, December 2025: $1,048.18; Petty Cash: $50.00
Auditor’s Account with Treasurer 

November 2025 Cash on hand: $1,677.52, Checks in Treasurer’s possession less than 3 days: $66,628.08, Demand Deposits: $132,706.75, Time Deposits: $4,410,112.03, Petty Cash Accounts: $2,657.00
The following bills were presented and ordered paid out of their respective funds:

AGTEGRA COOPERATIVE 1487.62 Fuel, AMERICAN SOLUTIONS 1972.94 Supplies, DARREN BAUER 113.78 W&P Meeting, BEN BIEBER 100.00 W&P Meeting, CITY OF MOBRIDGE 4200.69 2026 HighPoint NetMotion Cont., CORSON COUNTY TREASURER 116946.89 ADVANCE PAYMENT RELEASE, THE CURRENT CONNECTION 81.46 Screen Connect, DEWEY COUNTY TREASURER 6000.00 WarHawk District Contribution, DIGITAL ALLY 10863.00 Cloud Drive/EVO, GRAND RIVER FIRE DEPARTMENT 10000.00 2026 Budget Allocation, LEMMON EMT ASSOCIATION 3000.00 2026 Budget Allocation, CHRIS LYNCH 158.00 W&P Meeting, MARCO TECHNOLOGIES, LLC 4897.42 Supplies, MCINTOSH CO-OP 102.73 Vehicle Maintenace, MCLAUGHLIN FIRE DEPARTMENT 10000.00 2026 Budget Allocation, MONUMENT HEALTH 9181.50 Prisoner Care - JS, MOREAU GRAND ELECTRIC 662.04 Electric, MCLAUGHLIN AUTO REPAIR LLC 372.48 Supplies, CORSON SIOUX NEWS MESSENGER 37.00 Subscription, REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY 128.54 Labs, BENNY JOE SCHELL 100.00 W&P Meeting, SCHOTT SALES LLC 296.18 Supplies, SD DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 21.07 Nov/Dec Sales/Excise Tax, SD ASS'N OF COUNTY OFFICIALS 54.00 December M&P 2026, STANDING ROCK AMBULANCE 3000.00 2026 Budget Allocation, STANDING ROCK SANITATION 240.00 Waste Service, STATE TREASURER 69618.61 Dec 2026 DL/MV, STREICHER'S 316.99 Supplies, LUCAS SUTHERLAND 498.84 Mileage Reimbursement, T C & G WATER ASSOC, INC 82.36 Water, TRAIL CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT 10000.00 2026 Budget Allocation, TWOTREES TECHNOLOGIES 120.00 Software, WEST RIVER COOP TELEPHONE CO. 378.42 Internet, WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS 117.65 Utilites
Adjourn
There being no further business, all voted in favor of a motion by Schmeichel, seconded by Bieber, to adjourn at 2:07 p.m.  Next regular commission meeting will be held February 3, 2026.
_____________________________

_____________________________
Tammy Bertolotto, Corson County Auditor
Jacob Nehl, Commission Chairman
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