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The Corson County Board of County Commissioners met in the Commissioner Room of the Courthouse on March 8, 2023.  Chairman Jacob Nehl called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. with Shawn Hinsz, Darren Bauer, Benjamin Bieber, and Lucas Sutherland present.  Also in attendance was States Attorney Shane Penfield.
Approve Minutes

All voted in favor of a motion by Hinsz, seconded by Bauer, to approve the minutes of the February 7, 2023 regular meeting meeting.
Approve Agenda

All voted in favor of a motion by Bauer, seconded by Hinsz to approve the agenda as posted.
Director of Equalization

Assessor Amy Schriock informed the commission that the County and Consolidated Boards of Equalization will open on April 11th.  The commission will hold the Special Equalization Board Meeting on Tuesday, April 11th at 1:00 p.m. MT.

Highway Report
Highway Superintendent, Benny Joe Schell discussed road conditions, sign project, computer set up, and equipment repairs.  No action taken. 
Surplus Computers
All voted in favor of a motion by Bieber, seconded by Hinsz to surplus at zero value, the old highway department computers.  

Loader Bids

Steve Meier representing RDO Equipment Co presented a sealed bid for a 2013 Caterpillar 924K Loader in the amount of $120,384.36.  No other bids were received.  Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Bauer, seconded by Sutherland to accept the the only bid from RDO Equipment for a 2013 CAT 924K Loader in the amount of $120,384.36.
Culvert Bids

All voted in favor of a motion by Hinsz, seconded by Bieber, to purchase culverts from TrueNorth Steel Company off the Beadle County Bid.
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Highway Secretary
Highway Superintendent Benny Joe Schell informed the commission that he has hired Rita Diamanti as the new Highway Secretary at $18.00 per hour and she began working on March 7, 2023.  All voted in favor of a motion by Bieber, seconded by Sutherland to approve the hiring of Rita Diamanti at $18.00 per hour with a six month probation period.
Sheriff’s Office
Sheriff Alan Dale presented information on the Cop Hiring Grant that he would like to apply for. The grant would assist the county in paying for new employees for the Sheriff’s office.  Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Bauer, seconded by Sutherland authorizing Sheriff Dale to apply for the Cop Hiring Grant.
Good Friday/Easter Monday

Discussion was held on Good Friday/Easter Monday holiday.  Consensus was to follow what the Governor proclaims.
Department of Agriculture Fire Suppression Designee

Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Hinsz, seconded by Sutherland designating Emergency Manager Mike Varilek as Corson County’s designee to request fire suppression from the SD Department of Ag Wildland Fire Division for a period of one year, beginning March 8, 2023 and ending March 7, 2024.

Assign Cash in General Fund

Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Sutherland, seconded by Hinsz to assign $250,000 for county building repairs.

Public Defender Contract
Auditor Bertolotto presented a final copy of the Public Defender Contract with Aaron Roseland for one year beginning January 1, 2023 through December 31, 2023.  Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Bieber, seconded by Bauer to approve the public defender contract with Aaron Roseland and authorize Chairman Nehl to sign it.
Senior Citizen Building

John Frank was present to discuss the possibility of renting to own the senior citizen building in McLaughlin.  Following discussion, consensus was to deny the request for rent to own.  Commission informed Mr. Frank that they are willing to sell it out right.

National Opioid Settlement

Auditor Bertolotto presented a request to participate in the national opioid settlement.  Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Sutherland, seconded by Bieber authorizing Auditor Bertolotto to do all necessary paperwork to participate in the settlement.

Abatements

Treasurer Heather Gall was present to discuss tax abatements.  Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Bauer, seconded by Sutherland to approve the following abatements for taxes payable in 2023 or otherwise noted:

Corson County, 162/2430 Interest in Lot 2 20-20-19, $0.37;

Corson County, Undivided 1/10 interest in SW4 11-22-22, $67.20;

Oris Weasel c/o Julie Weasel, Lots 1 & 2 Block 8 Northwest Townsite McLaughlin, $139.58;

William Koon, Lot 5 Block 9 Wakpala, $0.57;

Sarah Salas, Lot 13 Block 2 Northwest Townsite McLaughlin, $763.66;

Trent & Elly Millirans, Lot 16 Block 8 Original Townsite McIntosh, $345.02;

Trent & Elly Millirans, Lots 3 & 4 Block 8 Original Townsite McIntosh, $36.40;

Alan D McClain, Lot 1 Block 15 Original Township McIntosh, $78.86;

Pauline Brave Crow c/o Miranda Brave Crow, Lot 8 Block 19 Original Townsite, McLaughlin, $276.48;

Edward J Dimodica, Lot 4 in 33-20-25, $25.81
Robert G Olson Trust, N2 & SE4 Less Hwy & RR 25-23-19, $1819.44

Robert G Olson Trust, Part of SE4SW4 & S2SE4 S of RR 24-23-19, $213.76

Department Head Salary Augmentation Policy

Discussion was held on the department head salary augmentation policy.  Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Bieber, seconded by Hinsz to adopt and add to the employee handbook the following policy:


6.7 Department Head Salary Augmentation-Due to Support Staff Vacancy


Due to situations beyond the control of a Department Head, the Commission will provide salary augmentation when employment conditions are such that a deputy or secretary cannot be hired.  In the instance a deputy or secretary is not readily hired, even after advertisement of the position, the Commission (recognizing the additional duties the Department Head is required to perform) may provide additional salary in the form of a bonus to the Department Head using the following criteria:

1) The vacancy must occur longer than 90 days;

2) The vacant position is continually advertised

3) The Department Head will be eligible to receive $1000 per month during the vacancy;

4) The Commission will make a determination during the vacancy to pay the department head;

5) Once a deputy/secretary is hired, the augmentation will cease and any remaining amounts owed to the Department Head will be prorated at the time of vacancy, also if part time help is hired.

6) In the event that a part time employee is hired due to no applicants for a full time employee, the department head will receive $500 per month until the vacancy is filled with a full time employee, due to the additional duties performed by the department head.

Legislative Audit
Jason Hill with Legislative Audit informed the commission of the audit findings.  All voted in favor of a motion by Bauer, seconded by Hinsz authorizing Chairman Nehl to sign the letter of representation with SD Legislative Audit.

Executive Session

All voted in favor of a motion by Hinsz, seconded by Sutherland to enter into executive session at 3:30 p.m. for personnel matters.  Chairman Nehl declared out of executive session at 3:45 p.m.  No action taken.
Statement of Fees Collected Approved:

Register of Deeds, February 2023: $1,453.60; Petty Cash: $50.00
Auditor’s Account with Treasurer 

January 2023 Cash on hand: $828.00, Checks in Treasurer’s possession less than 3 days: $5,095.45, Demand Deposits: $451,165.64, Time Deposits: $3,933,949.19, Petty Cash: $2,657.00

The following bills were presented and ordered paid out of their respective funds:

Salaries of officials and employees by department:

Commission
4583.35
Auditor
5260.91
Treasurer
7758.66
States Attorney
4636.66
General Government Buildings
3300.00
Director of Equalization Wages
4073.34
Register of Deeds
5315.34
Veterans Service Officer
625.00
Sheriff
22340.84
Coroner
112.44
4-H Secretary
1603.34
Weed & Pest
3636.66

Emergency Manager
550.00
Road & Bridge
33034.74
E911
333.34
OASI
7234.98
South Dakota Retirement System
5729.44
Group Insurance
19222.41 

The following bills were presented and ordered paid out of their respective funds:
AMERICAN SOLUTIONS 989.99 SUPPLIES, AT & T MOBILITY 90.72 Monthly Cell Phone, BEADLE'S SALES 1126.49 Vehicle Maintenance, BIEGLER EQUIPMENT, INC 216.24 Supplies, BRIDGE CITY BAIT & SM ENGINE 96.94 MOTOR KIT SNOWTHROWER, BUTLER MACHINERY COMPANY 1112.03 SUPPLIES, CAPITAL ONE TRADE CREDIT 435.80 SUPPLIES, CENTURYLINK 68.82 Monthly Utilities, CENTURYLINK 1305.10 MONTHLY PHONE BILL, CITY OF MCINTOSH 249.60 Monthly Utilities, CITY OF MCLAUGHLIN 82.10 UTILITIES/WATER, CITY OF MOBRIDGE 1823.33 February 911 Remittance, CONNECTING POINT 47.25 Trend Micro, CONNECTING POINT 4630.40 SUPPLIES, COUNTY DRUG 51.78 INMATE MEDICAL EXPENSES, CROSSROADS HOTEL & CONVENTION 557.94 Rooms for W&P Convention, DAKOTA FLUID POWER, INC 267.76 CYLINDER REPAIR, DIV. OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION 26.75 Background Check Fee, DRG MEDIA GROUP 200.00 Deputy Auditor Ad, EDNEY DISTRIBUTING CO INC 3583.93 SUPPLIES, EIDO PRINTING 80.00 Publishing, JAMES EZELL 301.86 WP CONVENTION REIMBURSEMENT, FARMERS UNION OIL 3063.24 SUPPLIES, FEDEX 41.01 FedEx Ground Services, G & O PAPER SUPPLIES 170.40 SUPPLIES, HEATHER I. GALL 50.00 LAB SERVICES, GTC AUTO PARTS INC 154.72 SUPPLIES, KBJM RADIO 141.00 Job Advertisement, KINNEY LAW, PC 2213.76 COURT APPOINTED ATTORNEY FEES, KNIGHT SECURITY INC. 390.00 NETWORK MONITORING, LINDE GAS & EQUIPMENT INC 585.05 SUPPLIES, LIVE CENTER INC 2160.00 2023 BUDGET ALLOCATION, MCINTOSH CO-OP 11356.90 Fuel/Supplies, MEADE COUNTY AUDITOR 2400.00 Board of Prisoners, MELLING & ROSELAND LAW 3150.00 FEBRUARY PUBLIC DEFENDER, MIDWAY ALTERNATOR & STARTER 161.45 REPAIRS/SUPPLIES, MIDWEST PUMP & TANK 500.88 SUPPLIES, MOBRIDGE REGIONAL HOSPITAL 72.00 Lab Services, MOBRIDGE TRIBUNE 142.40 Publishing, MONUMENT HEALTH 59.26 INMATE MEDICAL EXPENSE, MOREAU GRAND ELECTRIC 441.73 Monthly Utilities, NATIONAL MEDICAL RESOURCES,INC 825.00 INMATE MEDICAL SERVICES, CORSON SIOUX NEWS MESSENGER 441.95 NEWSPAPER SUBSCRIPTION, NORTHWEST TIRE INC 4751.35 Supplies, PENNINGTON COUNTY JAIL 184.44 PRISONER TRANSPORTATION, PHARMCHEM, INC 95.85 Sweat Patch Analysis, PREMIER EQUIPMENT, LLC 525.00 SUPPLIES, REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY 240.00 LAB SERVICES, REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY 249.00 Lab Services, RUNNINGS SUPPLY INC 2192.70 SUPPLIES, RICKEY SCHELL 50.00 REIMBURSEMENT FOR PARTS, SD DEPT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 2340.00 Teletype Service, SD DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 25.15 Sales & Excise Tax, SD ASS'N OF COUNTY OFFICIALS 42.00 February M&P, SD STATES ATTORNEY ASSOCIATION 782.00 2023 MEMBERSHIP DUES, SERVALL UNIFORM & LINEN SUPPLY 283.76 RUG SERVICE, STATE TREASURER 46118.38 February Motor V, STOCK'S ELECTRIC SALES 736.75 Repairs/Bulbs, THREE RIVERS MENTAL HEALTH & 5000.00 2023 BUDGET ALLOCATION, TIMBER LAKE TOPIC 150.00 Publishing, TRUENORTH STEEL, INC 876.30 SUPPLIES, UNIFORM CENTER 119.98 Uniforms, VANGUARD APPRAISALS, INC 1887.50 Software Service Fees, WARNE CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT CO 63.88 Weatherflow Weathermeter, WEST RIVER COOP TELEPHONE CO. 328.45 Monthly Utilities, WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS 188.09 Monthly Utilities, MASTERCARD 2127.90 Supplies/Gas, EMPOWER ANNUITY INS 300.00 AMDT-Cares & Secure Fees, CORSON COUNTY TREASURER 13.16 Partial Payment
Adjourn
There being no further business, all voted in favor of a motion by Bauer, seconded by Sutherland, to adjourn at 3:46 p.m.    Next regular commission meeting will be held Tuesday, April 4, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. 
_____________________________

_____________________________
Tammy Bertolotto, Corson County Auditor
Jacob Nehl, Commission Chairman
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