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Chairman Stephen Keller called to order a special telephonic meeting of the Corson County Commission at 8:30 a.m. on June 22, 2021.  Appearing telephonically were commissioners Stephen Keller, Darren Bauer, Lucas Sutherland, and Shawn Hinsz.  Jacob Nehl was absent.  
Agenda
All voted in favor of a motion by Bauer, seconded by Hinsz to approve the agenda with the following additions:  Haying County Road Right of Way Ditches and Sale of Fireworks.
Second Reading and Adoption of Ordinance 2021-1

The second reading of Ordinance 2021-1 for a temporary ordinance regarding the issuance of local medical cannabis establishment permits and/or licenses was held at 8:30 a.m.  Following the second reading, all voted in favor of a motion by Bauer, seconded by Sutherland to adopt the following ordinance:
	ORDINANCE NO.
	2021-1


A TEMPORARY ORDINANCE REGARDING THE ISSUANCE OF LOCAL MEDICAL CANNABIS ESTABLISHMENT PERMITS AND/OR LICENSES.

WHEREAS, a local government may enact an ordinance not in conflict with SDCL Chapter 34-20G, governing the time, place, manner, and number of medical cannabis establishments in the locality. A local government may establish civil penalties for violation of an ordinance governing the time, place, and manner of a medical cannabis establishment that may operate in the locality. A local government may require a medical cannabis establishment to obtain a local license, zoning permit, or registration to operate, and may charge a reasonable fee for the local license, zoning permit, or registration.

WHEREAS, Corson County, South Dakota (“County”), makes a preliminary finding that the County’s current regulations and controls may not adequately address the unique needs and impacts of medical cannabis establishments as defined in SDCL 34-20G-1; 

WHEREAS, medical cannabis state laws under SDCL 34-20G are effective July 1, 2021.  The South Dakota Department of Health shall promulgate rules pursuant to chapter 1-26 not later than October 29, 2021, as defined by SDCL 34-20G-72.  During the time between July 1, 2021 and potentially as late as October 29, 2021, local units of government will not yet know standards for medical cannabis and will not be able to adequately assess the local zoning and licensing requirements necessary to approve local permits and to better ensure applicants have a more predictable permitting process and avoid stranded investments. 

WHEREAS, the County makes a preliminary finding that it would be inappropriate for the County to issue a local permit or license to a medical cannabis establishment prior to the South Dakota Department of Health’s promulgation of regulations governing the same;

WHEREAS, the County hereby exercises its authority under SDCL 7-18A-8, to establish a temporary ordinance regarding he issuance of any local permits/licenses for medical cannabis establishments within the County; 

WHEREAS, the County finds that a temporary ordinance is reasonable to preserve the status quo and prevent significant investment pending the outcome of the above study and any proposed regulations emanating therefrom;

WHEREAS, the County finds that the following ordinance is necessary to protect and immediately preserve the public health, safety, welfare, peace and support of the county government and its existing public institutions; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY Corson County, South Dakota:

Section 1.  Temporary Ordinance – Application for Local Permit/License

A medical cannabis establishment desiring to operate in the County shall be required to apply for a permit and/or license from the County.  Applications for a local permit and/or license to operate a medical cannabis establishment, as defined by SDCL 34-20G-1, shall not be accepted until the South Dakota Department of Health has promulgated regulations as required by SDCL 34-20G-72. Any application received prior to such regulations being promulgated shall be denied.

Section 2. Immediate Effect.

This ordinance is necessary to protect and immediately preserve the public health, safety, welfare, peace, and support of the county government and its existing public institutions pursuant to SDCL 7-18A-8.

CORSON COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA

Stephen Keller 

Corson County Commission Chairman

ATTEST:

Tammy Bertolotto 

Corson County Auditor
1st Reading:  June 1, 2021

2nd Reading:  June 22, 2021

Date Adopted:  June 22, 2021

Date Published:  July 1, 2021

Effective Date:  July 1, 2021
On Roll Call Vote:  Sutherland, yes; Nehl, absent; Bauer, yes; Hinsz, yes; Keller, yes.  
Haying Ditches

Discussion was held on haying County Right of Way ditches.  Consensus was to allow adjacent landowners to hay ditches.  If you are not an adjacent landowner you need to ask permission from the adjacent landowner before haying the ditches.

Sale of Fireworks

Discussion was held on the sale of fireworks in Corson County.  Consensus was to allow the sale of fireworks but to remind residents that the following Burn Ban is still in effect:

Burn Ban

The Corson County Commissioners would like to remind all Corson County Residents that the following burning ban regarding open burning, fireworks, smoking, and/or discharge of any burning object, such as cigarettes or matches, from any building or vehicle is still in effect.  A civil penalty for violation of up to, but not limited to, $1000 per incident plus costs of fire fighting and resulting damages will be assessed.  Costs of fighting the fire caused by a person violating said burning ban and the reimbursement of governments for any costs expended plus the costs of compensation to the fire fighters for lost income and time fighting the fire are the responsibility of that person.  Exceptions to the ban are fires in an interior fire place, stove or furnace; or exterior outdoor grills at a private residence or at supervised public campgrounds or upon written permission of the appropriate fire department.

This burn ban will remain in effect until further action of the Commission.  

Executive Session

All voted in favor of a motion by Hinsz, seconded by Sutherland to enter into executive session at 8:45 a.m. to discuss personnel.  Chairman Keller declared out of executive session at 8:51 a.m.  No action taken.
Adjournment

There being no further business, all voted in favor of a motion by Bauer, seconded by Sutherland to adjourn at 8:54 a.m. MT.  The next regular meeting will be held July 6, 2021.
________________________________
______________________________

Tammy Bertolotto, Corson County Auditor
Stephen Keller, Commission Chairman
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