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The Corson County Board of County Commissioners met in the Commissioner Room of the Courthouse on May 4, 2021.  Chairman Stephen Keller called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. with Shawn Hinsz, Darren Bauer, Lucas Sutherland, and Jacob Nehl present. States Attorney Shane Penfield was also in attendance.  All motions were approved unanimously unless indicated otherwise.  
Approve Minutes

All voted in favor of a motion by Nehl seconded by Sutherland, to approve the minutes of the April 2, 2021 regular commission meeting and the April 13, 2021 Board of Equalization special commission meeting.
Agenda

All voted in favor of a motion by Nehl, seconded by Sutherland to approve the agenda with the following additions:  WRCT Right of Way Easement, Assessor, Flooring quotes, 911 Updates, and Drought Disaster Declaration.
911 Updates
Mike Varilek updated the commission on Alert Sense and provided an invoice for Active 911 user license in the amount of $1500 per year.  Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Nehl, seconded by Sutherland to pay the invoice for the Active 911 user license.
Refund of Property Tax Interest
Treasurer Heather Gall presented and application for Refund of Property Taxes for the interest on the following property due to Notice of foreclosure not getting filed with the assessor’s office:
Greg Weatherspoon, Lot A of Outlot Q1 in SW4 5-21-27 for taxes payable 2019, 2020, and 2021 in the amount of $261.41.

Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Bauer, seconded by Sutherland to refund the interest on the taxes listed above.

Cleaning Quotes

Heather Gall presented quotes from Dick’s Vacuum Service Inc, Bismarck, ND in the amount of $9485.00 and Keller Heating & Cooling LLC, Mobridge, SD in the amount of $6293.00 for cleaning the ducts in the courthouse and jail.  Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Sutherland, seconded by Bauer to accept the low quote of Keller Heating & Cooling LLC in the amount of $6293.00.
Sheriff’s Office
Sheriff Alan Dale introduced the new Deputy Sheriff, Dominic Christensen.  Dominic began working on May 3, 2021 at an annual salary of $36,000 with a six month probation period.
Discussion was held on new flooring in the offices in the jail.  Two quotes were presented as follows:  Riverside Home Furnishings in the amount of $4456.03 and Mark Bilben in the amount of $2999.04.  Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Sutherland, seconded by Bauer to accept the quote from Mark Bilben in the amount of $2999.04 for replacing the flooring in the offices in the jail.

Discussion was held on replacing the Sheriff’s office rifles.  No action taken.

Probation Completed

Sheriff Dale informed the commission that Deputy Sheriff Justin Tvedt has successfully completed his probationary period.  Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Bauer, seconded by Hinsz to give Deputy Justin Tvedt a $0.50 per hour raise for successfully completing his probationary period effective May 1, 2021.
Highway Report
Benny Joe Schell, Highway Superintendent, briefed the commission on road conditions, trailer repairs, new highway building in McLaughlin, State Planning and Research program, replacing culverts, and Mallard Bridge Inspection.  No action taken.

Discussion was held on renting a gravel trailer from North Central Rental & Leasing while our trailer is being repaired.  Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Bauer, seconded by Sutherland to lease a 2019 Trailking Trailer from North Central Rental & Leasing for $3,000 per month.


Executive Session

All voted in favor of a motion by Keller, seconded by Nehl to enter into executive session at 10:23 a.m. to discuss personnel.  Chairman Keller declared out of executive session at 10:27 a.m.  No action taken.
Right-Of-Way Easement

Discussion was held on the Right-Of-Way Easement received from West River Cable Television.  Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Nehl, seconded by Bauer authorizing Chairman Keller to sign the West River Cable Television Right-Of-Way Easement.

Malt Beverage License Renewal 
No one appeared for the renewal of malt beverage licenses.  Majority voted in favor of a motion by Nehl, seconded by Hinsz, to approve the following malt beverage applications:
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, Grand River Casino, Mobridge, South Dakota, SE¼ of 35-19-29 less 10 acres, Retail (on-off sale) Malt Beverage & SD Farm Wine
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, Grand River Casino Convenience Store (The Bay), NE¼NE¼ and N½SE¼NE¼ of 36-19-29 and W½NW¼NW¼ 31-19-30 Retail (on-off sale) Malt Beverage & SD Farm Wine

Ernest and Wendy Martinez, Kenel Community Store, McLaughlin, South Dakota, NE¼ 24-
22-29 Retail (on-off sale) Malt Beverage & SD Farm Wine



Brandon & Carolyn Volk, The Stage Stop, LLC, McLaughlin, South Dakota, Lots 8, 9, & 10 N of Center of Hwy 12 SW1/4 of 31-22-27 Retail (on-off sale) Malt Beverage & SD Farm Wine 
New Alcoholic Beverage License Applications

Discussion was held on new alcoholic beverage license applications.  Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Bauer, seconded by Sutherland to not accept any new alcoholic beverage license applications in 2021.
2nd Amendment Ordinance
Discussion was held on the 2nd Amendment Ordinance.  Corson County reaffirms their support of the constitution.
30 x 30 Program
Discussion was held on the 30 x 30 Land Preservation Program.  Following discussion, all voted in favor of a motion by Nehl, seconded by Bauer to adopt the following resolution:

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
COUNTY OF CORSON
At a regular meeting of the Board of County Commissioners for Corson County, South Dakota:
RESOLUTION NO. 2021- 2 
RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT’S “30 X 30” LAND PRESERVATION GOAL 
WHEREAS, Corson County is a legal and political subdivision of the State of South Dakota for which the Board of County Commissioners (“Board”) is authorized to act; and 

WHEREAS, Corson County containing about 1.6 Million acres of land situated in the State of South Dakota; and 

WHEREAS, the federal government owns land within the County, and the certain federal agencies are responsible for managing over several thousands of acres of these federal lands; and 

WHEREAS, designating lands as wilderness does not assure its preservation. Left in an undisturbed or natural state, these lands are highly susceptible to wildland wildfires, insect infestation and disease, all of which degrades the natural and human environment; and 


WHEREAS, because of the predominance of federal land in Corson County, the well- being, health, safety, welfare, economic condition, and culture of the County, its businesses, and its citizens depend on the manner in which these lands and their resources are used and access to these lands; and 


WHEREAS, many of Corson County’s businesses and its citizens are involved in or otherwise depend on industries that utilize federal lands and their resources, including the forest products industry, livestock grazing, oil and gas exploration and production, mining and mineral development, recreational industries, hunting and other outdoor recreation; and 

WHEREAS, these industries are important components of the State of South Dakota’s economy, and are major contributors to the economic and social wellbeing of Corson County and its citizens; and 


WHEREAS, on January 27, 2021, President Joseph R. Biden, Jr., issued Executive Order 14008 entitled Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Aboard (86 Fed. Reg. 7,619); and 


WHEREAS, in Section 216 of Executive Order 14008, President Biden directed the Secretary of the Interior, in consultation with the Secretary of Agriculture and other senior officials, to develop a program to conserve at least 30 percent of the lands and waters in the United States by 2030, which is called the “30 x 30” program; and 

WHEREAS, under the 30 x 30 program, some 680 million acres of our Nation’s lands would be set aside and permanently preserved in its natural state, preventing the productive use of these lands and their resources; and 

WHEREAS, there is no constitutional or statutory authority for the President, the Department of the Interior, the Department of Agriculture, or any other federal agency to set aside and permanently preserve 30 percent of all land and water in the United States, and no such authority is referenced in Executive Order 14008; and 


WHEREAS, the 30 x 30 program, if implemented, is likely to cause significant harm to the economy of Corson County, and injure the County’s businesses and its citizens by depriving them of access to public lands and national forest system lands and preventing the productive use of these lands’ resources; and 

WHEREAS, the withdrawal of some 680 million acres of federal lands from multiple use and placement of such lands in permanent conservation status will cause dramatic and irreversible harm to the economies of many western states, including [State], and in particular rural counties such as Corson County whose citizens depend on access to federal lands for their livelihoods; and 


WHEREAS, Executive Order 14008 at 216(a) directs the Secretary of the Interior, in consultation with other relevant federal agencies to “submit a report to the Task Force within 90 days of the date of this order recommending steps that the United States should take, working with State, local, Tribal, and territorial governments, agricultural and forest landowners, fishermen, and other key stakeholders, to achieve the goal of conserving at least 30 percent of our lands and waters by 2030.” 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Corson County, South Dakota, as follows: 

1. 
The Board opposes the 30 x 30 program, including its objective of permanently preserving 30 percent of the Nation’s lands in its natural state by 2030, or any similar program that will set aside and prevent the productive use of millions of acres of our lands. 
2. 
The Board further opposes the designation of public lands in Corson County as wilderness, wilderness study areas, wildlife preserves, open space, or other conservation land, thereby restricting public access to such lands and preventing the development and productive use of the resources on or within such lands. 
3. 
The Board supports the continued management of the public lands and the national forests under principles of multiple use and sustained yield, recognizing the Nation’s need for domestic sources of minerals, energy, timber, food, and fiber, and in careful coordination with Corson County to ensure consistency with County land use plans and land management policies, as required by law. 
4. 
The Board supports maintaining and enhancing public access to public lands and national forests and opposes road closures, road decommissioning, moratoria on road construction, and other limitations on public access for the purpose of fulfilling the 30 x 30 program’s objectives. 
5. 
The Board recognizes and supports the State of South Dakota’s water rights system, including the doctrine of prior appropriation and other state laws and programs governing water rights and water use, and opposes any federal designation of waters and watercourses within the County that would impair or restrict water diversions and uses authorized under South Dakota law. 
6. 
The Board supports reasonable national, regional, and global greenhouse gas emissions policies and goals that are comprehensive, practical, cost-effective, and do not unnecessarily single out specific industries or activities, but opposes the use of global climate change as an excuse to set aside large tracts of land as preserves or open space to fulfill the 30 x 30 program’s objectives. 
7. 
The Board maintains that the designation of public lands and national forest lands as wilderness, wilderness study areas, wildlife preserves, open space, or other conservation land to fulfill the 30 x 30 program’s objectives may lawfully occur, if at all, only through the planning process mandated by the Federal Land Management and Policy Act (for public lands) or the National Forest Management Act (for national forest lands), including public notice and an opportunity to comment, analysis and disclosure of the impacts of such land acquisitions on the well-being, health, safety, welfare, economy, and culture of Corson County, its businesses, and its citizens, and careful coordination with Corson County to ensure consistency with County land use plans and land management policies. 
8. 
The Board also maintains that any non-federal lands or other rights that are acquired to fulfill the 30 x 30 program’s objectives should be acquired only from willing landowners and for the payment full and fair market value for all rights and interests acquired, and not through regulatory compulsion, and only after analyzing and considering the impacts of such land acquisitions on the well-being, health, safety, welfare, economy, and culture of Corson County, its businesses, and its citizens. 
9. 
The Board shall send a copy of this Resolution to the Department of Interior, Department of Agriculture and all other relevant Federal and State agencies; and 
DATED this 4th day of May, 2021. 
ATTEST: 
Rynell Edinger
Deputy Auditor 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF CORSON COUNTY, STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
By:  Stephen Keller, Chairman
On roll call vote:  Nehl, yes; Sutherland, yes; Bauer, yes; Hinsz, yes; Keller, yes.
Probation Completed  
Deputy Auditor Rynell Edinger informed the commission that Veteran Service Officer Kevin Dyda’s probation period will end on May 17, 2021.  No action taken.
Burn Ban Ordinance

Discussion was held on drafting a burn ban ordinance.  Consensus was to have States Attorney Shane Penfield draft the ordinance.

Drought Disaster Declaration

Discussion was held on declaring Corson County a disaster due to the drought.  All voted in favor of a motion by Bauer, seconded by Nehl to declare Corson County a disaster due to the drought and approve the following resolution:
RESOLUTION 2021
Drought Disaster Resolution

WHEREAS, Corson County is suffering from severe drought conditions due to significantly low moisture, extreme heat, strong winds, and wildland fire conditions that have increased to an extreme condition, and
WHEREAS, The Board of Corson County Commissioners resolve that said conditions constitute a disaster of such severity and magnitude that effective response is beyond the capabilities of the County, or even the State of South Dakota, and that Federal assistance is necessary, and there are few emergency plans available to alleviate the damage and economic stress resulting from these drought conditions; and
WHEREAS, Corson County does not have the financial resources to respond to this disaster, and
WHEREAS, The Board of Corson County Commissioners is aware of the sparse pastures and lack of forage crops for the feeding of livestock and wildlife, and because of this situation, conditions have arisen that may necessitate the reduction or dispersal of livestock herds and depletion of wildlife, and
WHEREAS, stock dams, creeks and other water sources are drying up and are unable to provide the necessary water for livestock, wildlife and fight fighting resources, and
WHEREAS, The Board of County Commissioners of Corson County is aware that fall and spring planted agricultural crops are incurring drought damage,
WHEREAS, numerous other acres of South Dakota and surrounding states are also experiencing drought conditions which has threatened the availability of alternate sources of hay and forage,
WHEREAS, the farming, livestock, and wildlife industry is important to Corson County, the State of South Dakota, and the nation's economy and should be preserved,
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Corson County Board of Commissioners declares an emergency and a disaster and requests that the Governor of the State of South Dakota also declare an emergency and disaster for Corson County, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioner of Corson County respectfully petition the Governor of the State of South Dakota and the President of the United States to provide with all dispatch any remedies and state and/or federal assistance, including assistance from the United States Department of Agriculture, available for this type of emergency.

Approved and dated this 4th day of May, 2021 at McIntosh, South Dakota
Corson County Commission
Stephen Keller, Chairman
Assessor

Assessor Amy Schriock asked permission to allow her to travel to Ziebach County to help train their Assessor.  Consensus was to allow Amy to travel to Ziebach County as needed.

Courthouse Maintenance

Hunter Nehl was present to discuss his maintenance job duties.  No action taken.

Executive Session

All voted in favor of a motion by Sutherland, seconded by Hinsz to enter into executive session at 12:09 p.m. to discuss legal matters.  Chairman Keller declared out at 12:25 p.m.  No action taken.
Statement of Fees Collected Approved:

Register of Deeds, April 2021: $1,269.52; Petty Cash: $50.00
Auditor’s Account with Treasurer 

March 2021 Cash on hand: $1,269.59, Checks in Treasurer’s possession less than 3 days: $5,523.10, Demand Deposits: $142,574.49, Time Deposits: $4,156,937.98, Petty Cash: $2,657.00

The following bills were presented and ordered paid out of their respective funds:

Salaries of officials and employees by department:

Commission
4583.35
Auditor
6834.66
Treasurer
6834.66
States Attorney
4246.66
General Government Buildings
384.00
Director of Equalization Wages
3683.34
Register of Deeds
5205.34
Veterans Service Officer Wages/travel
625.00
Sheriff
14941.66
Emergency Manager
550.00

4-H Secretary
1451.66
Road & Bridge
32655.11
E911
333.34
OASI
6033.70
South Dakota Retirement System
4580.10
Group Insurance
23415.59 
The following bills were presented and ordered paid out of their respective funds:
AMERICAN SOLUTIONS 638.75 Supplies, AVERA OCCUPATIONAL MEDICINE 198.00 Lab Services, BEADLE'S SALES 323.23 Vehicle Services, BIEGLER EQUIPMENT, INC 129.53 Supplies, MARK BILBEN 115.00 Supplies, BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC 367.52 Supplies, BOBCAT OF MANDAN, INC. 234.64 Supplies, BUTLER MACHINERY COMPANY 1796.78 Supplies, C & R RADIATOR 240.00 Services, CENTURYLINK 85.15 Long Distance Utilities, CENTURYLINK 1096.26 Monthly Utilities, CITY OF MCINTOSH 237.45 Monthly Utilities, CITY OF MCLAUGHLIN 82.10 Monthly Utilities, CITY OF MOBRIDGE 1712.96 April 2021 E911 Remittance, CLEAR CHOICE 1500.00 Floor Cleaning, CONNECTING POINT 2290.00 Printer/Install, COUNTY DRUG 64.41 Prisoner Care, CRAWFORD TRUCKS & EQUIPMENT 284.43 Supplies, THE CURRENT CONNECTION 10149.90 Supplies, DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 600.00 Malt Beverage Renewals, DETECTACHEM, INC 1115.90 Supplies, DIV. OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION 26.75 Background Check Fee, DAWNE DONNER 146.57 State 4-H, ECOLAB PEST ELIM DIV 120.50 Rodent Program, EIDO PRINTING 329.00 Newspaper Ads, SOUTH DAKOTA GFP 87.00 Licensing, GODFREY'S 264.95 Supplies, RACHAEL GOLDADE 100.00 Lab Services, GOOSENECK IMPLEMENT 1262.25 Supplies, GTC AUTO PARTS INC 422.64 Supplies, KINNEY LAW, PC 5185.51 CAA Fees, KNIGHT SECURITY INC. 50.95 Basic Network Monitoring, LIGHT AND SIREN 155.00 Supplies, LU'S CLEANING 1200.00 Carpet Cleaning, MCINTOSH CO-OP 16619.84 Supplies, MCLAUGHLIN AUTO & DIESEL 169.23 Vehicle Services, MEADE COUNTY AUDITOR 4240.00 Prisoner Care, MELLING & ROSELAND LAW 3000.00 Public Defender Contract, MOREAU GRAND ELECTRIC 240.00 Monthly Utilities, MORRISTOWN FIRE DEPARTMENT 2500.00 2021 Budget Allocation, CORSON SIOUX NEWS MESSENGER 676.87 Newspaper Ads, NORTHWEST TIRE INC 23618.04 Supplies, PHARMCHEM, INC 114.20 Supplies, PHEASANTLAND INDUSTRIES 128.62 Supplies, PMB 0112 19.11 Records Management, R D O EQUIPMENT COMPANY 545.61 Supplies, REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY 173.00 Supplies, REES COMMUNICATIONS 723.00 Supplies, RUNNINGS SUPPLY INC 364.87 Supplies, SD FEDERAL PROPERTY AGENCY 20.00 Supplies, SD ASS'N OF COUNTY OFFICIALS 64.00 M & P Fund April 2021, SD SHERIFFS ASSOCIATION 64.16 Supplies, SERVALL UNIFORM & LINEN SUPPLY 208.69 Services, SIOUX SALES COMPANY 32.50 Supplies, STANDING ROCK TELECOM 373.14 Wireless Utilities, STATE TREASURER 50609.81 Monthly Fees, THE DAKOTA HERALD 154.82 Newspaper Ads, THE LODGE AT DEADWOOD 243.00 Sheriff Convention, TIMBER LAKE TOPIC 17.48 Newspaper Ad, UNIFORM CENTER 349.95 Uniform Supplies, UNITED PRINTING 615.29 Supplies, MIKE VARILEK 70.88 K-9 Certification Room, WINNER POLICE DEPARTMENT 140.00 Prisoner Care, WEST RIVER COOP TELEPHONE CO. 320.45 Monthly Utilities, CORSON COUNTY TREASURER 340.18 Partial Payment, DIVISION OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION 26.75 Background Check Fee, SERVALL UNIFORM & LINEN SUPPLY 65.15 Rug Services, CORSON COUNTY TREASURER 148.99 Partial Payment, FEDEX 39.86 Shipping, MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES 1794.44 Monthly Utilities, GREAT WESTERN BANK 391.41 Gas/Supplies, WEST RIVER COOP TELEPHONE CO 375.00 Monthly Utilities, SDACO 555.00 Spring Workshop Registration, CORSON COUNTY TREASURER 2157.70 Partial Payment, CORSON COUNTY TREASURER 193.37 Partial Payment, DIVISION OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION 26.75 Background Check Fee, CORSON COUNTY TREASURER 91.34 Partial Payment, CORSON COUNTY TREASURER 2877.81 Partial Payment, AFLAC 21.16 Partial Cancer/ICare Premium, PRINCIPAL LIFE INS CO 160.75 Dental/Vision Premium, CORSON COUNTY TREASURER 82.52 Partial Payment
Adjourn
There being no further business, all voted in favor of a motion by Bauer, seconded by Sutherland, to adjourn at 12:25 p.m.  Next regular commission meeting will be held June 1, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. 
_____________________________

_____________________________
Rynell Edinger, Corson County Auditor

Stephen Keller, Commission Chairman
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